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Neoplans Diamond 
Edition should be 
treasured

“For years, Neoplan has been 

renowned for its exclusive and 

innovative coaches. Over the years, 

Neoplan has become a cult feeling 

that you should experience as 

soon as you step into one of our 

coaches. For the 20th anniversary 

of the Neoplan Tourliner, we have 

created the Diamond Edition, which 

expresses even more the refined 

exclusivity that Neoplan stands for,” 

says Sebastian Lindner, responsible 

for MAN Corporate Communications 

Bus & Digitalization. 

In the past decades, Neoplan has posi-
tioned itself as the exclusive coach 
brand in the industry. The Skyliner 
double-decker and Cityliner that were 
introduced about half a century ago 
were joined by a family member in 
2003 with the Tourliner. “The Diamond 
Edition was designed to celebrate that 
anniversary, which also took part in 
the Busworld Awards and can also be 
experienced on a test drive. There is 
also a Skyliner and a Cityliner in the 
Diamond Edition version on the out-
door area. In the near future they will 
also be equipped with the new, ergo-
nomic digital cockpit into which the 
intelligent MAN SmartSelect control 
system has been integrated,” indicates 
Sebastian Lindner.

Sebastian Lindner: “A diamond 
should be treasured and we have 
incorporated this philosophy into 
the overall concept of the Dia-
mond Edition. 

» continued article see p. 2
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‘DIAMONDS ARE FOREVER’ 

 “The philosophy behind the Diamond 
Edition is ‘Diamonds are forever’, 
which means that our design was 
based on an exclusive, elegant, time-
less and simultaneously contempo-
rary product. Apart from that, you also 
treasure and take care of a diamond. 
From this point of view, we place great 
emphasis on after-sales, after-sales 
service, service contracts and offer-
ing real solutions,” Sebastian Lindner 
stresses.

Anyone entering a Diamond Edition 
will immediately experience what 
Neoplan stands for as soon as they 
see the front row, fully adjustable 
leather seats in the Tourliner or 
Cityliner. Nestle into the Skyliner on 
the front row at the top and enjoy the 
wide view, thanks in part to the glass 

roof. If you prefer things a bit more 
refined and exclusive, this Skyliner 
can be fitted with a ‘bistro’ compart-
ment to pamper the 49 passengers. 

The new electronic platform also 
ensures that the ‘Diamond Edition’ 
coaches are equipped with numer-
ous gadgets enhancing safety, driving 
comfort and efficiency. For example, 
this coach features a completely new 
air suspension system that allows the 
coach to be lowered by about 20 mil-
limetres on highways, which improves 
aerodynamics.

Furthermore, numerous new or 
upgraded assistance systems com-
plete the coaches of model year 
2024. These include the Emergency 
Brake Assist EBA+ and the new low-
speed collision warning system, the 
TPMS tyre pressure monitoring sys-
tem, an Alcolock preparation, Lane 
Change Support, Lane Keeping and 

Lane Return Assist, a Turn Assist 
System that activates automatically 
at speeds below 30 km/h and also 
detects nearby movements around 
the vehicle.

Other features include Adaptive 
Cruise Control (ACC) and Traffic Jam 
Assist that allows the coach to drive 
along in traffic jams up to 40 km/h 
but remains activated at speeds up to 
60 km/h. ■
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The Busworld App replaces the paper catalogue. It has a floorplan, 

an exhibitor list, a product list, a seminar list and you can even see 

other visitors and contact them.

HOW TO DOWNLOAD?

Step 1:  Activate your profile if you did not do this yet. An e-mail was 

sent to you from busworldapp@busworld.org on 1 September 

or later (when you ordered your ticket). You need to open this 

e-mail and activate your profile by choosing a password.

Step 2: Download the app on your phone  

(use QR code or look in your store for ‘Busworld’).

Step 3:  Login with your e-mail and password. If you forgot your 

password, click on ‘Forgot Password?’ and you can set a  

new password.

Step 4:  Use the app as much as you can.

Download the 
Busworld App and 
optimize your visit!
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Belgian bus trader Multiobus purchas-
es 20 electric buses from Ebusco. For 
Multiobus, it is the fourth purchase 
contract with Ebusco, which will give 
them 36 Ebuscos by 2025, including 
34 vehicles of the 2.2 variant.

Manager Olivier Van Mullem clarifies 
the choice of the Ebusco 2.2 instead 
of the Ebusco 3.0. “We have had pos-
itive experiences with the 10 Ebusco 
2.2s which largely met our expec-
tations and have driven more kilo-
metres than estimated. With the 20 

20 EBUSCO 2.2 BUSES FOR MULTIOBUS
additional Ebuscos 2.2, we are opt-
ing for standardisation of the vehicle 
fleet, making things easier for main-
tenance and infrastructure. On the 
Ebusco buses already in service with 
us, we will dismantle the pantograph 
as intermediate loading will no longer 
be necessary. Overnight charging is 
sufficient to drive all day, including 
in rural regions. By the end of 2025, 
we hope to have greened 50% of our 
vehicle fleet to meet the operating 
conditions of Flemish transport com-
pany De Lijn”. ■

The home of Sprinter City, 

Sprinter Transfer & Sprinter Mobility**

* SORT 2 under optimal conditions | ** Trademarks of Mercedes-Benz AG

Best in class 
Minibus made in Dortmund

City 45 ELECTRIC with up to 300 km range*

Next stop:
HALL 4

BOOTH 419A

Jo Van Pee and Olivier Van Mullem of Multiobus sign the purchase contract for 

20 Ebusco 2.2s with Ebusco’s CEO Peter Bijvelds (on the right).



The new Busworld 
Digital Awards, 
spotlighting 
digitalization in 
bus and coach

DIGITAL 

AWARDS

EUROPE BRUSSELS

Acknowledging the growing impor-

tance of digital technologies in the 

bus and coach sector, Busworld, is 

proud to present the Busworld Digital 

Awards. This exciting new competi-

tion aims to recognize and celebrate 

the groundbreaking digital innova-

tions that are transforming the bus 

and coach experience.

Shortlist in the 4 categories

Out of the 35 candidates, the jury 
selected a shortlist of 3 candidates 
per category. The final winners will 
be announced at the Digital Mobility 
Solutions Conference on Wednesday 
11 October.

DIGITAL OPERATIONAL 

EXCELLENCE

• Iveco Bus 

 IVECO ON Heavy Buses Digital 
Services

 Hall 4 | Booth 402B
• TOTT UP  

 GPS Training Partner 
Hall 11 | Booth 1114

• ZF Group 
 SCALAR
 Hall 5 | Booth 537

E-MOBILITY MANAGEMENT

• Chargepoint  

 Battery Health Package
 HALL 9 | Booth 937
• MAN TRUCK & BUS

 eManager
 Hall 4 | Booth 401
• Rampini

 Hy4Drive
 Hall 6 | Booth 606A

 

DIGITALLY ENHANCED DRIVING

• Anadolu Isuzu

 V2X
 Hall 4 | Booth 403
• Daimler Buses 

 Active Drive Assist 2 
Hall 5 | Booth 503

• Karsan

 Autonomous e-ATAK 
Hall 5 | Booth 501

DIGITAL ON-BOARD COMFORT 

• Actia  
 ACTiVi solution
 Hall 4 | Booth 409
• MAN Truck & Bus

 New Digital Cockpit and MAN 
SmartSelect for Model Year 2024 
Hall 4 | Booth 401

• Navaho Technologies

 Navaho Transport Systems
 Hall 6 | Booth 689

Busworld 
Innovations, your 
opinion counts

In 2023, visitors can decide if an 

Innovation Nominee is innovative for 

them or not? Out of 26 candidates 

10 nominees were selected by the 

Busworld Awards jury. Go to their 

booth, evaluate the new product, 

scan the voring QR code and… vote!  

If the product gets 50% or more 

YES votes, it will become an official 

Busworld Europe Innovation 2023.

• C Trine Engineering

 EcoRapidBusDesign
 Hall 11 | Booth 1182B
• Generation Phoenix

 ELeather
 Hall 7 | Booth 718
• IRIZAR

 Irizar i6S Efficient hydrogen
 Hall 6 | Booth 602
• Jaakko-Tuote Oy

 JTSolar glass
 Hall 8 | Booth 861
• Konvekta AG

 Konvekta CO2 heat pump thermal  
management system for electric 
doubledecker buses

 Hall 5 | Booth 508

• Robert Bosch Automitive  

Steering GmbH

 ServoE
 Hall 5 | Booth 510
• Saint-Gobain Sekurit  

Transport Reflexcontrol
 Hall 7 | Booth 760B
• Superlee Corporation

 3 in 1 DRL/DI/POS  
combination light

 Hall 9 | Booth 958
• Thermo King

 Athenia ENVI heat pump with R744
 Hall 4 | Booth 426
• Twiliner

 Twiliner coach seat
 Hall 2 | Booth 227

innovation: 
✔ or ✗?
You decide!
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AWARDS IN 2023: 3 COMPETITIONS

The renowned 

Busworld  

Vehicle Awards

VEHICLE 

AWARDS

EUROPE BRUSSELS

The 20th edition of this competition took place on 30 September with 14 

competing vehicles: 8 buses and 6 coaches. And the winners are….

BUS

• Label of Excellence DESIGN 
VDL Bus & Coach - Citea New

 Generation
• Label of Excellence COMFORT

 Mercedes-Benz - e-Citaro
• Label of Excellence ECOLOGY

 Ebusco 3.0
• Label of Excellence SAFETY 

 Anadolu Isuzu - Citivolt

GRAND Mercedes-Benz - e-Citaro

runner up Ebusco 3.0
runner up Anadolu Isuzu - Citivolt

COACH

• Label of Excellence DESIGN

 Yutong T15 E 14
• Label of Excellence COMFORT

 Setra S 516 HDH
• Label of Excellence COMFORT

 Van Hool - T16 Astron
• Label of Excellence ECOLOGY

 Yutong T15 E 14
• Label of Excellence SAFETY

 Setra S 516 HDH

GRAND Setra S 516 HDH

runner up MAN Truck & Bus - Neoplan 
Tourliner L

runner up Van Hool - T16 Astron

BUS

GRAND AWARD

2023

VEHICLE 

AWARDS

MERCEDES-BENZ

E-CITARO

HALL 5  |  BOOTH 503

COACH

GRAND AWARD

2023

VEHICLE 

AWARDS

SETRA 

S 516 HDH

HALL 5  |  BOOTH 503

As always, the best performances in the different sub categories are awarded with 
a best of category label.



TODAY (TUESDAY OCTOBER 10TH, 2023)

BUSWORLD CONFERENCE PROGRAM

A full day of interesting conversations 

and valuable insights is awaiting you 

during day 2 of the Busworld knowl-

edge program. From the European 

market, vehicles and infrastructure of 

zero emission buses to hot topics as 

driver shortage and driver safety 

as main dish. A sweet dessert in the 

form of a network dinner is being 

served from 18:00 till 22:00.

Wednesday, third day of the knowl-

edge program also means third half 

day of the European Zero Emission 

Bus Conference. Time to investigate 

how financially viable the switch to 

zero emission buses is today, and 

what business models are possible 

for you to implement in your busi-

ness.

Are you more into the digitalization 

of your business? Don’t miss out 

on the Digital Mobility Solutions 

Conference starting at 09:30. From 

digital tools in your daily operations, 

to smart energy management for 

electric buses to autonomous vehi-

cles and the role of bus and coach 

in a multimodal digital passenger 

transport world. Fasten your seatbelt 

as we are shifting gears! ■

ADD SESSIONS TO YOUR  

SCHEDULE VIA THE 

BUSWORLD APP:
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ZERO EMISSION  

BUS CONFERENCE (PAID)

LOCATION: MEETING CENTER 

HALL 7, AUDITORIUM 500

STATE OF PLAY AND 

PERFORMANCE OF ZEBS (2/2)

• 09:30: Opening Address

• 09:35: Electrifying Public 

Transport: RATP’s ZEB Journey in 

Paris and Beyond

• 09:50: The Other Electric Bus 

- A California Agency Deploys 

33 Fuel Cell Buses & Additional 

Developments From the US ZEB 

Market

• 10:10: Data Analytics – Optimizing 

Operational Fleet Performance and 

Planning Future Fleet Decisions

• 10:50: Efficient Hydrogen 

Refueling Solutions – Performance 

and Innovations

THE INFRASTRUCTURE 

CHALLENGE: BATTERY AND 

HYDROGEN

• 11:30: Panel – HRS Infrastructure: 

Challenges and Solutions

• 12:15: Challenges When Scaling: 

How to Ensure Operational 

Readiness at the Lowest Cost in 

the EV Transition

• 12:25: Panel – Charging Infra struc-

ture: Challenges and Solutions

• 13:10: Closing

DRIVER SAFETY SEMINAR 

(FREE)

LOCATION: MEETING CENTER 

HALL 11, LEVEL 3, ROOM 1122

• 14:00: Opening

• 14:15: Launch of Academic Report 

on Bus Driver Safety

• Keynote: Available and 

Possible Risk Reducing and 

Consequence-Reducing 

Measures in Bus Transport

• Panel Discussion: Perspectives 

on Safety From Bus Drivers and 

Soft Road Users

• 14:45: Safety Systems, Solutions 

and Requirements

• Keynote: Introduction to the EU 

General Safety Regulation

• Panel Discussion

• 15:45: Policy Making for Improved 

Safety of Bus Drivers and 

Passengers

• Keynote: Towards a European 

Standard for Driver Safety in Low 

Floor Buses

• Keynote: Safety Learning System 

Based on Analysis of Recent 

Accidents

• 16:15: Implementation of Safety 

Tools and Measures by the 

European PTAs

• Panel Discussion

• 17:00: Closing

DRIVER SHORTAGE ROUNDTABLE 

(FREE)

LOCATION: MEETING CENTER 

HALL 11, ROOM 1121B

IRU, the voice of commercial transport 

operators, is happy to invite you to an 

IRU roundtable at Busworld, “Driver 

shortages in the road passenger 

transport industry”, featuring deci-

sion-makers and road transport repre-

sentatives. The roundtable will explore 

the work that is currently being done, 

and the steps that are still needed to 

tackle the shortage of drivers.

Take part in the discussion and share 

your ideas, best practices and solutions!

NETWORK DINNER (PAID)

 

TIME: 18:00 – 22:00

LOCATION:  

MEETING CENTER HALL 11

PRICE: 125 EUR PP

European Zero Emission Bus 

Conference and Busworld Foundation 

Network Dinner. A great opportunity 

to meet with vehicle manufacturers, 

suppliers and major European public 

and private transport agencies & 

operators, as well as speakers from 

the various conferences taking place 

during Busworld Europe.

TOMORROW (WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 11TH, 2023)

ZERO EMISSION  

BUS CONFERENCE (PAID)

LOCATION: MEETING CENTER 

HALL 7, AUDITORIUM 500

ECONOMICS OF ZEBS

• 09:30: Opening Address

• 09:35: Total Cost of Ownership 

Case Study on BEBs and FCBs

• 09:55: Panel – Building a Strong 

Business Model for BEBs (Battery 

Electric Buses)

• 10:45: Hydrogen Fuel Cells 

as Enabler for Mobility 

Decarbonization: Symbio’s Solution 

for Buses & Coaches

THE FUTURE OF FUNDING 

MODELS FOR ZEBS AND 

ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURES

• 11:30: Panel – Financing a Full 

Fleet Transition: Public Funding 

Options

• 12:20: 1198 Buses Powered by 

REFIRE: A Journey by Hydrogen-

Electric

• 12:30: Panel – Building a Strong 

Business Model for FCBs (Fuel Cell 

Buses)

DIGITAL MOBILITY SOLUTIONS 

CONFERENCE (FREE)

LOCATION: MEETING CENTER 

HALL 11, LEVEL 3, ROOM 1122

• 09:30: Opening - Welcome and 

Policy Making on Data Driven 

Mobility

• 10:00: Bus & Coach in Next 

Generation Mobility Concepts

• Keynote 1 by ITxPT

• Keynote 2: Insights From the 

Bus Services Industry on the 

EU Multimodal Digital Mobility 

Services Initiative

• Panel Debate

• 11:30: Digital Operational 

Excellence via Telematics

• Keynote

• Panel Debate

• 14:00: Smart Energy Management 

When Deploying Electric Buses

• Keynote 1 by European 

Commission

• Keynote 2 by Hitachi Energy

• Panel Debate

• 15:45: Digitally Enhanced Driving

• Keynote: ‘The European and 

member states’ approach on the 

implementation of autonomous 

buses and shuttles” by ERTICO – 

ITS Europe

• Panel Debate

• 17:00: Announcement of the 

Busworld Digital Awards Winners
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Coffee and a piece of Turkish fruit 

candy, you can’t avoid it at Busworld. 

An overwhelming number of 

manufacturers from Turkey fill the 

halls of the bus show. Ambitious, 

entrepreneurial and favourable wage 

costs are the keys to their success.

It almost looks like an invasion of 
Turkish bus manufacturers and sup-
pliers at Busworld. Established manu-
facturers and start-ups present their 
top products. The Turkish bus sector 
has become a mayor global player in 
just a few decades. 

The rapid growth of this industry is 
rooted in the need for public trans-
port. No big buses but compact vehi-
cles in the 6 to 10-metre category to 
carry 30 to 40 passengers. Minibuses 
are in the DNA of Turkish compa-
nies. They are affordable for the many 
small businesses. 
Turkey’s large production of minibuses 
made its entry into the foreign market 
possible as European manufacturers 
ignored this segment due to too lim-
ited production numbers. So Turkish 
companies filled the gap in the mar-
ket. And in no time these manufac-
turers were able to work their way up 

to solid competitors with vehicles that 
matched European standards. 

‘The focus of the industry on public 
transport is the basis of the success 
of Turkish bus manufacturers. Public 
transport was in high demand dur-
ing the 1970s. Many entrepreneurs 
responded immediately to this trend. 
In addition to bus manufacturers, a 
multitude of suppliers emerged,’ says 
Emre Hür, manager of bus manufac-
turer Karsan.
Turkish manufacturers have a sig-
nificant competitive advantage over 
Western European manufacturers. 
‘Lower wages and a 45-hour work 
week play in our favour. There is 
also a large supply of labour, unlike 
the shortage of workers in Western 
Europe. But also the faster develop-
ment of our vehicles,’ ensures a more 
favourable position,’ says Emre Hür. 
Karsan also limits diversification by 
no longer building diesel or CNG-
powered vehicles.

In an already crowded Turkish market, 
there are still newcomers like Habas 
which is showing off three brand new 
buses at Busworld. Bus manufacturer 
Habas is a branch of a 76-year-old 

and large holding company that pro-
duces industrial gas and medicinal 
applications. Things are moving fast 
at Habas. Started in 2021 during 
the pandemic and already present 
with three final products to make 
it happen in Europe. ‘The flexibility 
of production, the modularity of our 
vehicles and also the proximity to 
Western Europe are our assets. ‘In 
less than three days, we can deliver 

buses to the most remote corners of 
the European continent,’ says Levent 
Ozbek, sales manager of Habas.
However, Turkey’s industry faces chal-
lenges such as terrifying inflation and 
an unfavourable exchange rate. ‘But 
our years of experience, our perse-
verance and cooperation with strong 
suppliers, help us cope even in these 
difficult times,’ says Sevcan Karaman, 
sales manager of Anadolu Isuzu. ■

Turkish invasion with newcomers and established names
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For the first time, Busworld was or-
ganizing and will be awarding Digital 

Awards on Wednesday, October 11th 
on the Digital Mobility Solutions 

Conference. The world of buses and 
coaches cannot be thought today 
without all the digital gadgets and 
solutions that help to be as safe, 
efficient and sustainable as pos-
sible. Every vehicle has up to 10.000 
semiconductor chips of different 
kinds on board, the connectivity with 
the diverse platforms like ITxPT is 
ever more sophisticated. For the first 
time, also a new “V2X” System was 
entered in the contest, which helps 
to communicate the vehicle with the 
surrounding infrastructure and other 
vehicles. The nominees could enter 
their digital products, that do not 
have to be complete vehicles, in four 
different and fascinating categories: 

“Digital On-Board Comfort” com-
prises everything from new entertain-
ment systems to Human Machine 
Interface (HMI) Solutions, that make 
the voyage experience for passengers 
as well as drivers more enjoyable 
and comfortable. “Digital Opera-

tional Excellence” is very important 
to manage your fleets in a way that 

combines efficiency and sustainabil-
ity with telematics and other systems, 
that cannot be omitted today by any 
means. “Digitally Enhanced Driv-

ing” is of overarching importance 
today, as there are not enough driv-
ers around anymore. Partly and fully 
autonomous vehicles are also dem-
onstrated at the Busworld grounds! 

But also modern ADAS systems of 
the SAE Levels 2 to 4 are very helpful 
to support the driver in tricky situa-
tions and when he is not top fit any 
more. Safety is a unique point in this 
category. Last but not least, the cat-
egory “E-Mobility Management” 
has been incorporated in the awards. 
Modern Emobility is not any more 
about vehicles alone like in Diesel-
Times, but about whole systems to 
operate and charge a fleet of buses 
in a way that saves time and money. 
The more such a system can deliver, 
the better the chances, to win an 
award here. All the twelve products 
on the shortlist offer unique and in-
novative features and you should 
come and see, who will be the lucky 
winners on Wednesday! 

Busworld goes Digital! ■

Busworld goes Digital!

Transparent and clear communication 
with public transport users or optimis-
ing travel times and timetables. These 
are some of the numerous challeng-
es in the transport sector where the 
Optibus software platform can con-
tribute significantly to efficient busi-
ness management.

Optibus is an established company as 
it operates in public transport in 35 
countries and over 4,000 cities. The 
company aims to improve service and 
pursue sustainable policies, using the 
latest technological tools such as arti-
ficial intelligence and optimised algo-

rithms. At Busworld, Optibus will be 
presenting its driver-depot manage-
ment developed in collaboration with 
drivers. Intelligent charging of electric 
buses is also set for a breakthrough, 
says the software developer. 
Optibus is a company backed by Volvo 
that serves companies with big names 
like Stagecoach, First Bus, Transdev, 
Arriva and Meta (Facebook). Last year, 
it was the first start-up within the 
public transport sector worth more 
than $1 billion. As a supporting net-
work for three billion trips, Optibus 
can cut annual emissions by 11 million 
tonnes of CO2. ■

Optibus: Efficient and sustainable public transport

Optibus 

Hall 8 

stand 816B
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BYD premieres two new pure-

electric buses and ground breaking 

technologies alongside two existing 

models in Europe: the BYD eBus 

B19 (18.75m) and the BYD eBus B15 

(15m). The12-metre BYD eBus B12 

and the BYD-UNVI DD13 Double-

Decker coach both make their 

European debut at the Expo. The all-

new 12-metre BYD eBus is the first 

bus to utilise BYD’s revolutionary 

Blade Battery Chassis bringing a new 

level of safety and energy efficiency 

and exceptional range. 

Making its world premiere, the BYD-
UNVI DD13 Intercity double-decker 
coach combines BYD’s expertise in 
battery and chassis technology with 
UNVI’s renowned skills in coach body 
build and design.

The BYD 12-metre B12 eBus brings a 
new generation of integrated chassis 
technology to public transport opera-
tors in Europe. 
In addition, and making its world 
premiere at the BYD stand is the 
13-metre customisable pure-electric 
intercity double-decker coach; the 
BYD-UNVIDD13, an exciting collabo-

ration between BYD and European 
bodybuilder, UNVI. 

With BYD’s latest generation of 
12-metre electric buses, BYD presents 
its all-new pure-electric bus chas-
sis which integrates the Lithium Iron 
Phosphate Blade Battery within the 
chassis structure. This ground break-
ing Blade Battery Chassis technol-
ogy also utilises a new 6-in-1 control-
ler with Silicon Carbide technology, 
together with two innovative wheel 
hub hairpin motors. Combined, these 
bring a multitude of benefits to BYD’s 
12-metreeBus including enhanced 
energy efficiency, performance and 
durability. The Blade Battery, with a 
maximum capacity of 500 delivers an 
exceptional range of 600 km in one 
charge reducing the need for regu-
lar charging, making the BYD eBus 
B12 an excellent choice for busy bus 
routes. 

Always committed to developing 
strong partnerships, BYD has collab-
orated with UNV Ito produce a new 
13-metre double-decker coach for 
European public transport operators. 
The alliance brings together BYD’s 

expertise in world-leading battery 
and chassis technology and UNVI’s 
exceptional experience in body design 
and build technology. The pure-elec-
tric BYD-UNVI DD13 intercity double-
decker, equipped with ADAS for added 
safety, makes its world premiere.

The pure-electric BYD-UNVI DD13 
intercity double-decker BYD, the 
world’s leading NEVs manufacturer, 
has been able to master core tech-
nologies of the entire industrial chain, 

developing its own powertrain sys-
tems, power batteries, drive-motors, 
and motor controller system. 

Founded in 1995 as a rechargeable 
battery maker, BYD now boasts a 
diverse business scope covering 
automobiles, rail transit, new energy, 
and electronics, with over 30 indus-
trial parks in China, the United States, 
Canada, Japan, Brazil, Hungary, and 
India. ■

BYD introduces a double entry of new eBus innovation  
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The driver of a city bus or a coach 

wants a clear picture of what is 

happening around the vehicle. This 

way accidents can be prevented. 

Classic mirrors have their limitations. 

Cameras and radar offer greater 

security. Manufacturer Mekra is 

taking the lead in the field of visual 

security for long vehicles such as 

buses and trucks.

A collision in a blind spot is the major 
concern of drivers. Unfortunately, an 
arsenal of classic mirrors is still some-
times not enough to avoid such tragic 
accidents. Camera technology does 
allow the non-visible area around the 
vehicle to be captured. 
Many vehicles at Busworld, are 
meanwhile equipped with the latest 
security equipment. German manu-
facturer Mekra offers homologated 
camera systems that replace the old-
fashioned wing mirrors. The com-
pany boasts decades of experience 
in developing systems with camera 
monitors. ‘Camera images offer par-
ticularly many advantages over mirrors. 
‘European regulations allow the switch 
to cameras but only for certified prod-
ucts,’ says Sven Felbinger of Mekra. 

‘Our digital cameras display a wide view 
of what is moving in front and to the 
side of the bus. ‘In case the visualisa-
tion does go wrong for a moment - 
which is extremely rare - the screen in 
the cockpit immediately goes black 
and the driver knows he needs to pay 
extra attention,’ Felbinger explains.
Mekra also developed a radar system 
for monitoring the blind spot on the 
right flank. If the driver forgets to use 
the indicator, an integrated gyroscope 
registers the lateral movement of the 
bodywork and the driver hears a warn-
ing signal in case of approaching dan-
ger.

Other benefits of cameras include 
better visibility in the dark thanks to 
bright technology and less vibration. 
The long arms on which the clas-
sic mirrors are attached also restrict 
space when manoeuvring and are 
vulnerable in a collision. The large 
exterior mirrors also require extra 
attention in the car wash to prevent 
damage. Cameras, on the other hand, 
promote vehicle aerodynamics.
According to several users, camera 
monitoring can save 3 to 5 per cent 
fuel. ■

Cameras replacing classic mirrors

‘Can you see me on the camera image?’ Many fair visitors test Mekra’s camera 

monitoring.

In the digital world, artificial intelli-

gence is steadily advancing and pro-

viding answers faster than you would 

ever have imagined. Busworld Times 

Daily asks one or more questions 

about the bus and coach sector daily 

on AI platforms such as Bard and 

ChatGPT. The answers are some-

times spot on, sometimes outdated 

or hilarious, and sometimes vision-

ary. So, to be clear: this is AI’s vision, 

not Busworld’s.

Bus stop becomes living room

Bus stops will be equipped with tech-
nology that offers passengers real-
time information on arrival times and 
disrupted schedules. At stops, you have 
access to free wireless internet, you 
can charge your smartphone and buy a 
ticket. Solar panels provide the neces-
sary energy. In addition, the bus stops 
are equipped with shelters, benches 
and lighting They are conceived as liv-
ing rooms with an artwork on the wall, 
with plants or trees and maybe even a 

small water feature. This way bus stops 
become attractive stopping points that 
invite you to take the bus.

Hacking a bus, not done!

Although buses are equipped with quite 
a bit of software, they are not a typical 
target of cybercrime Travellers are very 
unlikely to use their smartphones to 
hack the software of buses during their 
ride. Information technology is suffi-
ciently separated from the passenger 
compartment and security systems 
with ‘firewalls’ and ‘authentication 
protocols’ block unauthorised access. 
Even when passengers communicate 
via the Wi-Fi network of the bus, they 
do not gain access to critical software. 
Travellers should also realise that hack-
ing a bus is illegal and criminal.

Take the coach for a wonderful

massage

While it is difficult to determine what 
the future passenger seat will look 

What does AI suggest 
about buses? 

like, current trends and technologies 
do indicate a direction. 
Ergonomics is becoming increasing-
ly important with increased seating 
comfort, improved back support and 
facilities that allow personal adjust-
ment of the seat.
An air-conditioned seat with custom 
temperature setting and massage 
technique is desirable.
The seat is adjusted using a built-in 
touchscreen or a smartphone app. 
Naturally, the seat is made in sustain-
able, ecological and recyclable mate-

rials. Connections are provided so 
that travellers can enjoy experiences 
in augmented reality (AR) or virtual 
reality (VR) applications during guid-
ed tours. Sensors in the seat monitor 
the passenger’s well-being. ■

MAN MANAGERS WORKING AS WAITERS 
On Sunday evening, several MAN Truck&Bus managers put on their aprons to work 

as waiters for some time, serving drinks to customers and employees. In the photo 

we recognise Christian Fischer, head of transformation & e-mobility bus.
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At Busworld, Anadolu Isuzu has 

unveiled the Novo VOLT, the latest 

in its range of electric vehicles. The 

Turkish manufacturer also shows 

other models, including the Kendo 13 

CNG 100% biogas compatible, the 

Isuzu Grand Toro and the all-electric 

NovoCiti Volt and CitiVolt models. 

At Busworld, Anadolu Isuzu has 
unveiled the Novo VOLT, the latest 
in its range of electric vehicles. The 
Turkish manufacturer also shows 
other models, including the Kendo 
13 CNG 100% biogas compatible, the 
Isuzu Grand Toro and the all-electric 
NovoCiti Volt and CitiVolt models. 

Anadolu Isuzu started in the automo-
tive sector in 1965 with the produc-
tion of trucks and motorbikes. Today, 
the company is part of the Anadolu 
Group, which combines Isuzu Motors 
and Itochu Corporation. Anadolu con-
tinues to strengthen its presence in 
the bus market by offering several 
vehicles to Busworld. Between 2015 
and 2022, the company developed 
its bus business and supplied more 
than 1,200 buses and midi-buses in 

France. By mid-2023, their market 
share had risen to 9%, placing them 
among the top three major players.

What can you expect to see at 

Busworld? 

→The Novo-Volt Anadolu. The Novo-

Volt Anadolu is the brand’s first elec-

tric bus that can be used both as a 

bus and as a coach and succeeds 

the Novo model launched in 2008.

This bus is 7.30 m long and can com-
fortably transport 29 passengers. The 
165 kW battery pack provides a range 
of 225 km and is positioned in the 
chassis in such a way that the vehicle 
is well balanced. The electric motor 
generates 320 kW.

→The NovoCiti-Volt is a 12-metre-

long midi-bus designed for public 

transport.

It is equipped with 260 kWh bat-
teries and can cover a distance of 
about 400 km. The vehicle features 
low entry with wide access doors. The 
driving position is very ergonomic 
and can be adjusted to the personal 
needs of the driver.

Isuzu strengthens its 
presence in the bus market

→The Isuzu Kendo CNG is a coach 

that meets strict European emis-

sion standards and safety regula-

tions. The vehicle is equipped with 

an engine suitable for biogas and 

CNG.

→The Isuzu Grand Toro is a midi-bus 

that can be used as a tourist ser-

vice vehicle, airport shuttle or for 

regional transport. It is powered 

by a 206 hp E6 engine and comes 

with 37 seats and a large luggage 

space.

For the distribution of Anadolu Isuzu 
products in Belgium, the manu-
facturer relies on Technical Point-
Automet, a company based in Diest 
and Kortrijk.■

Isuzu Citivolt 12, a world premiere.
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MCV capitalises on Volvo alliance 
The Volvo BZL with a 9.7 m MCV 

body full electric single deck city 

bus boasts of cutting-edge body 

work from MCV with 37 different 

configurations ranging from 9 

meters to 13 meters in length. This 

comprehensive range includes a 

body built into a low entry or a low 

floor option in some of the lengths 

for both left hand driving and right-

hand driving. 

Key highlights of the platform: 

1. Low Entry and Low Floor: The Volvo 
BZL platform could be body built 
into both low entry and low floor 
options, accommodating passengers 
with varying mobility needs. Low floor 
buses from 11.3m provide easy access 
for passengers with reduced mobility, 
while low entry models offer a bal-
ance between accessibility and seat-
ing capacity. 

2. Seamless Integration: Despite the 
wide array of configurations, the Volvo 
BZL platform maintains consistency in 
design, technology, and sustainability 
across all different body variations. 

3. Safety: All body variants built on 
the Volvo BZL platform, regardless of 
length are equipped with enhanced 
safety features, including driver run-
away prevention, CMS, intelligent 
speed assist, corner lights and crash 
frame structure to protect drivers in 
addition to smooth interior design 
aimed at minimizing passenger risks 
in the event of an accident. 

4. Pedestrian safety: The MCV body 
features for the Volvo BZL offers an 
enhanced geometry with curved cor-
ners that not only enhances driver 
visibility but also reduces pedestrian 
head impact in case of any collision. 

5. Accessibility and Comfort: Features 
such as electric powered ramps, large 

wheelchair areas, high-back comfort 
seats and spacious interiors ensure 
that all passengers can board and 
travel comfortably. 

The stand display includes the C127EV, 
which is a full MCV product dedicated 
to the German market. MCV’s techni-
cal expertise has empowered it to 
develop an all-electrical-low-floor 
integral bus.

The cooled, high-performance 
lithium-ion batteries with efficient 
NMC chemistry (nickel manganese 
cobalt oxide) are modular in design 
and crash-safely housed on the roof 
(optionally four to six battery packs, 
308 kWh to max. 462 kWh). 
Active battery balancing ensures 
optimal efficiency and operational 
readiness of the batteries. The flex-
ible option of attaching the CCS-2 
charging socket to the front right or 
rear right side wall as well as the 
use of charging rails on the roof 
(also vehicle mounted pantograph if 
desired) enable a comfortable and 
efficient charging process that is digi-
tally monitored at all times. 

The robust and lightweight construc-
tion of the MCV 127 EV made of 
solid stainless steel ensures pleas-
ant, safe and, above all, low-noise 
driving behaviour and all this with 
emission-free operation. Even in the 
cold season, the MCV C127 EV meets 
this requirement thanks to a purely 
electric heater in combination with a 
CO2 heat pump with complex ther-
mal management and purely electric 
additional heating. 
The bus is powered by a central syn-
chronous motor mounted on the 
vehicle, which acts directly on a con-
ventional portal axle from ZF and 
mobilizes a maximum of 250 kW and 
3,000 Newton meters of maximum 
torque (17,190 Nm directly at the 
wheel). 

With state-of-the-art facilities locat-
ed in Egypt, MCV has the capability to 
deliver 5,000 buses per year. It sup-
ports global customers with a wide 

range of products: - Double Decker, 
city buses and School buses - Tourism 
and Intercity coaches - Airport buses 
- BRT projects. ■
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Chatting to each other from the ideal 

seat

To transport diverse and diverse 
groups as well as passengers with 
different comfort requirements, pas-
senger seats need to be designed in a 
much more flexible and modular way. 
This allows for different seat types, 
smoothly changing the seat configu-
ration and creating zones where small 
groups or family members really sit 
with each other. 360° rotatable seats 
are designated to increase social 
contact during the trip. Consideration 
should be given to seats or available 
spaces for wheelchair users to make 
travel more inclusive. The seat covers 
are sleek, aesthetically pleasing and 
contribute to the overall visual look 
of the interior. Innovations in seat 
design, configuration and storage 
room for hand luggage are neces-
sary to carry the maximum number of 
passengers without sacrificing space 
and comfort. Seats equipped with 

AI applications enhance the person-
alised travel experience.

Small groups experience more than a 
large group

Group tours with coaches remain 
attractive to prospective travellers 
provided their organisers are respon-
sive to changing needs and prefer-
ences of tourists. Travellers are more 
concerned than before about the 
environmental impact of their travel 
and often consider coaches as unsus-
tainable. New applications with vir-
tual reality tours can offer travellers a 
more personal, immersive experience 
and take them to the site prior to a 
visit. They also expect more authen-
tic, complete experiential trips even 
though these are not always available 
for classic group tours. Therefore, 
travelling in smaller groups will be 
more common, even within a larger 
travel company. This allows simulta-
neous journeys for foodies, historians, 

What does AI suggest 

about buses? 

culture freaks and families with young 
children.

Driver, 2 beers and 2 spaghetti ‘s 
please

As future coaches are equipped with 
self-driving technology, drivers no 
longer need to pay attention to traf-
fic or navigation. They focus on other 
tasks such as serving passengers. 
Coaches have a wide range of drinks 
and dishes that drivers can serve to 
their passengers. The driver can also 
spend more time answering ques-
tions and advising travellers about 
their travel plans. Either way, the 
coach driver of the future needs to 
be much more customer-centric than 
it is today. Self-driving coaches also 
provide travellers with more oppor-
tunities to hop off somewhere along 
the way for a visit and rejoin the coach 
afterwards to continue their journey.
Thanks to the latest technologies and 
features of coaches, they will signifi-
cantly improve the travel experience 
for drivers and passengers. 

Charging and refuelling stations 

hold the key

For how long diesel will continue to be 
the most common fuel for coaches 

depends on technological innova-
tions, environmental regulations and 
market trends. As an increasing num-
ber of countries and regions impose 
stricter emission standards, people 
are being pushed towards more clean 
energy sources. From that perspec-
tive, there is increased interest in 
alternative propulsions with CNG, 
LNG, hydrogen and batteries. As bat-
tery technology evolves and charging 
infrastructure becomes more widely 
available, electric buses are gaining 
ground. The total cost of ownership 
is a determining and critical factor in 
selecting a technology. The availabil-
ity of charging and refuelling stations 
for alternative propulsion systems is a 
key element in the energy transition. 
Ultimately, the transition from diesel 
buses and coaches is determined by 
a combination of environmental fac-
tors, technological evolutions, eco-
nomic aspects and public policy. ■
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Tremonia Mobility, formerly known 

as Mercedes-Benz Minibuses, 

has in collaboration with Elinta 

Motors from Lithuania, successfully 

developed and launched this year 

its first 100% electric city minibus, 

based on the established and well-

known City 45 diesel model. With 

the newly gained independence 

Tremonia Mobility says it has made 

significant progress in the field of 

sustainable transportation and 

showcases this in hall 4, booth 425. 

With the takeover in 2022 of Daimler’s 
minibus division Tremonia decided to 
intensify its research and develop-
ment activities for electric minibuses 
and looked for technical solution from 
third parties. 
In Elinta Motors it found a dedicated 
partner and the collaboration result-
ed in the development of electric 
vehicles, “that set new standards in 
performance and eco-friendlines”, 
as Tremonia describes it. Their new 
product based on the City 45 is test-

ed by TüV focusing on “Standardized 
On-Road Test” (SORT). Tremonia 
reports that the City 45 ELECTRIC 
demonstrated an “impressive range 
of up to 310 km (SORT 2 cycle, mixed 
operating)”.
The test was done with a vehicle 
equipped with a 115 kWh battery, a 
150 kW (1,250 Nm) engine and under 
optimal conditions.

The manufacturer emphasizes that 
this achievement solidifies its “com-
mitment to deliver electric minibuses 
that offer remarkable range without 
compromising on quality or passen-
ger experience”. Jürgen Knothe, CTO 
of Tremonia Mobility: “These out-
standing figures validate the dedica-
tion and expertise of our team, as well 
as the successful collaboration with 
Elinta Motors. 
Our first-generation City 45 ELECTRIC 
has now proven to be a game-chang-
er, and we still continue optimizing 
and innovating to deliver a perfect 
electrified minibus to our customers.”

Tremonia Mobility reaches
310 km with new
City 45 ELECTRIC

FIRST ORDERS

Tremonia received already its first 
orders for the new City 45 ELECTRIC. 
Two major transport companies, 
one in Luxembourg, Voyages Emile 
Weber and the MVVG (Mecklenburg-
Vorpommeren) Germany, have placed 
orders for the new innovative electric 
City 45 ELECTRIC. MVVG, which oper-
ates around 190 buses every day, has 
shown its commitment to a more 
environmentally-friendly future by 
placing an order for three City 45 
ELECTRIC minibuses. Family-owned 

business since 1875, Voyages Emile 
Weber from Luxembourg, placed it’s 
first orders for the City 45 ELECTRIC 
minibuses. After having thoroughly 
tested the prototype vehicle this 
spring. The vehicles will be delivered 
by the end of 3rd quarter 2023. The 
City 45 ELECTRIC combines style and 
functionality, and is equipped with 
advanced safety features and innova-
tive technologies. For 2024, Tremonia 
Mobility has already announced an 
expansion of the electric product 
range to include the larger minibus 
model, City 75 ELECTRIC. ■

Tremonia buses are built in Dortmund.
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Firefighting specialist Fogmaker is 

the first to introduce a liquid extin-

guishing agent Eco 1 that does not 

contain any harmful PFAS chemi-

cals. Extinguishing a burning electric 

vehicle remains a worrying job.

A city bus or coach catching fire: it is 
the major concern of producers and 
operators. That is why a lot of manu-
facturers are turning to fire protec-
tion systems from Swedish company 
Fogmaker. Extinguishing a fire is done 
by spreading a high-pressure water 
spray. One litre of extinguishing fluid 
is converted into 1,700 litres of steam. 
This way, damage can be limited.

Fogmaker’s technology has already 
sufficiently proven its benefits in com-
bustion engine vehicles. All compo-
nents of the bus that could potentially 
overheat and possibly catch fire are 
immediately extinguished. European 
regulations require the installation of 
an extinguishing system in all new 
vehicles from 22 travellers.
A major challenge for Fogmaker is 

fighting a fire in an electric bus. There 
is still no international standard for 
fire safety in zero-emission vehicle ‘It 
is trial and error because the market is 
new to everyone. ‘Currently, it remains 
a big question mark as to how a fire 
can be extinguished in an electric 
vehicle,’ says Johan Stark, manager 
at Fogmaker.

‘Our current installations are capable 
of fighting a fire when it occurs at the 
engine or drive unit but an internal fire 
in a battery cannot be extinguished 
for now. At the moment, we do have 
the ability to cool down the burning 
battery to save time so that pas-
sengers can quickly get out and get 
to safety. Extinguishing an electric 
vehicle requires an awful lot of water. 
‘For a high-volume vehicle like a bus, 
that means a huge challenge,’ Johan 
Stark stresses.

How a burning battery can be con-
trolled, it’s as clear as mud. ‘There 
are no statistics on battery incidents 
because the sector is relatively new. 

Fogmaker no longer uses PFAS in its 

extinguishing agents 

Johan Stark, manager at Fogmaker.

And adequate regulation is non-exis-
tent. Moreover, battery developers 
and manufacturers are not divulg-
ing any details on this matter. There 
is an air of mystery in the industry. 
‘Because the very first company to 
invent a solution to quickly extinguish 
a burning battery will immediately be 
at the top worldwide,’ the Fogmaker 
manager says.

Some solace for firefighters is the fact 
that 50 to 60 per cent of fires origi-
nate from mechanical components 

of a bus. Burning batteries are still 
an exception but the share of electric 
buses in the overall transport market 
is therefore limited.

Fogmaker does take another step 
in making its fire installations eco-
logical. From now on, harmful PFAS 
chemicals are eliminated from the 
liquid extinguishing age The Eco-1 
will be implemented in extinguishing 
systems from next year. An interna-
tional standard for banning PFAS is 
not likely to be imposed until 2027. ■
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The  Shenzhen-based technology 

company, Streamax has been active 

internationally since 2002 in the 

development and manufacturing 

of hardware and software systems 

offering AI-powered onboard active 

safety, driver assistance, and video 

telematics solutions. Currently, their 

onboard technologies are widely 

used in over 3.5 million commercial 

vehicles in over 100 countries 

worldwide. 

“With the new Intelligent Bus Central 
Unit solution (IBCU), we differenti-
ate ourselves from other solutions 
with its ‘open system’ architecture,” 
says Balazs Berki, business develop-
ment director. “IBCU solution effec-
tively addresses driver safety systems, 
public transit security, passenger 
information services, and dispatch-
ing and operation systems, offering a 
comprehensive public transport solu-
tion on a single platform. This unified 
hardware platform has the capacity to 
run multiple operating systems (Linux 
or Android) and software applica-
tions concurrently, allowing for the 
seamless addition of features through 
over-the-air software updates, with-

out the need for additional terminal 
devices.”

“Information technology and intel-
ligent systems are rapidly gaining 
importance in buses and coaches. 
The implementation of it in solutions 
from different manufacturers poses 
many challenges in terms of mainte-
nance, interconnectivity and usabil-
ity. For example, disparate systems 
such as CCTV equipment, Al-enabled 
devices for driver and vehicle safety 
management, dispatching and con-
trol systems and passenger informa-
tion service systems typically operate 
isolated.”

Streamax introduces the intelligent 
Blind Spot Information System (BSIS) 
& Moving Off Information System 
(MOIS) and Driver Drowsiness and 
Attention Warning (DDAW) solutions. 
The Al-powered detection capabili-
ties align seamlessly with the strict 
safety provisions set out in the UN 
R151 and UN R159 regulations. The 
Driver Drowsiness and Attention 
Warning (DDAW) system, equipped 
with a professionally integrated Al 
Driver Monitoring System, warns 

Streamax unveils safety advanced solutions
of drowsiness, all kinds of things 
that could distract the driver. It also 
reminds the driver of unsafe driving 
habits. In response to these chal-
lenges, Streamax is therefore proud 

to introduce the next-generation 
Intelligent Bus Central Unit solution, 
in addition to the above mentioned 
two systems.  ■

Balazs Berki, business development director, with his Chinese colleagues.
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Entire Meeuwissen family present at Busworld

Am Buses 25 
The entire Meeuwissen family 

(father Toine, sons Thomas 

and Christophe and daughter 

An-Sophie) is present at Busworld. 

The male half at Otokar’s stand, 

the female half at VDL’s stand. 

Simultaneously, the family 

celebrates anno 2023 the 25th 

anniversary of its company AM 

Buses, which began as a trade in 

second-hand buses and coaches 

and now also imports Otokar for the 

Benelux countries. 

A year and a half ago, Toine’s sons, 
Thomas and Christophe, took over 
AM Buses. They now face the task 
of making the transition to electric 
transport. 

So, it all started 25 years ago with a 
reckless move by Toine. He had been 
in the bus business for years for the 
former Bova and decided to start ‘for 
my own’. His initial capital  amounted 
to  10 million Belgian francs, compa-
rable to about 250,000 euros now. 
A capital he invested entirely in the 
purchase of eventually more than a 
hundred buses that had been used 
by the former English Rhine Army; 
old and worn, but he was able to get 
them at a favourable price.

His wife, Hilde, was not happy about 
his move and soon saw how the newly 
started family business was going in 
the wrong direction. “All my money 
had been spent on it. But after three 
weeks, I had already sold 55 of them 
and earned my first money. Within the 
year, the start-up costs incurred were 
recovered and we made a nice profit,” 
Toine says. Today, he keeps contact 
with the customers of ‘his generation’ 
and Thomas and Christophe with the 
younger generation. And that’s going 
well, Thomas and Christophe agree 
while smiling.
 “Oh well, I belong to a dying breed 
and notice that the younger genera-
tion communicates with each other 
in a different way, as an older person 
you shouldn’t want to be involved in  
that” Toine says. His sons have clear 
roles. Thomas is mainly focused on 
after-sales activities and he is the 
contact person for sales activities in 
the Netherlands, while Christophe 
focuses mainly on sales of new and 
used buses and coaches in Belgium, 
Luxembourg and France. 

AN-SOPHIE 

 And then daughter An-Sphfie is also 
active in the ‘busworld’, albeit with 

On the occasion of the 25th anniversary, Thomas and Christophe surprised their parents with a fine work of art.

From left to right: Christophe, Ann-Sofie, Thomas and Toine.

well-known Dutch manufacturer VDL. 
The ‘buses’ are in the family genes. 
Toine: “I am the happiest person in 
the world. This year I will turn 72, but 
I am still at work every morning at 
quarter to eight. Every morning there 
is someone who comes over for cof-
fee, just to ‘socialise’. You work all day 
with your family, my wife is often there 
too, it’s a biotope in which I am super 
happy.”

ELECTRICAL CHALLENGES

AM Buses is a small family business 
and with Otokar it has found a strong 
partner. AM Buses has weathered the 

past covid years reasonably well.  In 
2022, 210 vehicles were delivered, 
including more than 50 new buses. 
In the process, AM Buses has built up 
a solid service network with several 
service points in recent years. These 
companies also have online connec-
tions to the Otokar parts service. “In 
case we do not have the required part 
in stock, we will source it there in a 
24-hour service or have it sent direct-
ly to the customer.” More than 600 
Otokars are driving around on Belgian, 
Dutch and Luxembourg roads. Pater 
familias Toine Meeuwissen doesn’t 
seem to be unhappy about it. 
“These were strange and difficult 
years, but we coped  quite well under 

the new leadership of Christophe and 
Thomas.
It has taught us that a small and 
healthy company certainly has its 
place in this market if it is approached 
flexibly and with an open mind” Toine 
says Now hopes are pinned on the 
electric variants, and Otokar now also 
has a fuel cell bus, on display at Otokar 
in hall 5, stand 505b. Thomas: “At 
Busworld Europe this year, a new range 
of electric school buses will be pre-
sented, which will then also become 
available shortly afterwards. We can 
then supply all models electric, we 
can then supply all models electrically, 
including midi buses from 7.70 metres 
to the 13-metre models.”  ■
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